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Title: Waste Management Strategy 2021 - 2031 

Summary:   To update members about the progress of the Council’s new Waste 
Management Strategy that will help the borough maximise waste re-
duction and recycling and respond to the challenges of Climate 
Change.  

Background 

Cheshire West and Chester Council’s current Waste Management Strategy was de-

veloped and implemented in 2002. Since then the need to produce more environ-

mentally sustainable solutions for dealing with the waste we produce, has increased. 

In 2019, the Council declared a Climate Change Emergency which stated that it 

posed a ‘threat to our way of lives’. The Council also stated its ambition to be carbon 

neutral by 2045.  

As part of its response, the Council created Cheshire West Recycling in 2020 to take 

control of the borough’s waste and recycling services.  

The Council has been working on the new Waste Management Strategy in a bid to 

encourage more waste reduction and recycling and to alleviate budgetary pressures 

by reducing costs.  

The Waste Strategy Task Force was established to oversee the process. This was a 

member-led group which scrutinised a variety of options for the new strategy. 

Between January and March, 2021, the Council embarked on a major consultation 

exercise, which presented two options to residents and stakeholders for the future of 

the Waste Management Strategy.  

The proposal 

Based on the findings of the consultation and the challenges facing the service, the 

key recommendations for the new Waste Management Strategy include bigger recy-

cling bins and the introduction of a charge for garden waste collection. 

The key recommendations include: 

• Household waste collected fortnightly using a 180 litre wheeled bin (as per the

current arrangement).

• Two larger capacity recycling bins on wheels collected fortnightly to replace exist-

ing 55-litre boxes.
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• Food collections weekly using existing small food bin (as per the current arrange-

ment).

• A chargeable garden waste collection service to be provided over 40 weeks of

the year, covering the ‘growing season’ between March and November.

• There would be a charge of £40 per year per container for garden waste collec-

tions. This equates to £2 per collection and is in line with the current additional

capacity charge. Residents will be able to choose to sign up to this service or

make alternative arrangements.

• The garden waste collections continue fortnightly, in line with the frequency of the

proposed kerbside collection service.

• An exception process (alternative arrangements) will be in place for properties

that cannot accommodate the new service.

What is happening 

A report has been produced on the proposals for the future Waste Management 

Strategy for discussion by the Council’s Cabinet at its meeting on Wednesday 9 

June. 

The report recommends that Cabinet accepts the proposed new service model de-

tailed about as the basis of the new Waste Management Strategy. 

If Cabinet agrees to the recommendation, the proposals will then go forward to be 

debated by Full Council at its meeting on Thursday 15 July. 

Action for Members 

You can read the full report into the future Waste Management Strategy, here 
http://cmttpublic.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/documents/s73318/

For further information, contact: Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Director of 

Environment and Communities, Maria Byrne. 

Email: Maria.Byrne@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk 

Responsible Committee, Cabinet Member:  Cllr Karen Shore – Environment, 

Highways and Strategic Transport 

Date: 01 June 2021 
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